INTRODUCTION
legitimate place to the technical side of agriculture, industry, and
trade.
I do not apologize for having relegated literature, the arts, and
science to a secondary position; it is only too certain that their
effect upon the mass of the nation, which was barely cognizant
of their existence, cannot have been great. On the contrary, I fear
that I may have yielded to routine in allotting them too much
space.
I need fear no censure for having attributed a highly important
effect to religion. But I regret that I have been able to treat only
fragmentarily and very incompletely of the facts of everyday life -
housing, food, clothing, furniture, private law, customs connected
with the family and social life, amusements, and forms of cour-
tesy, which have always been the chief interest in life of the
enormous majority of men. This is the weakest part of the present
work, but it was also the most difficult one to fit into a general
expos:tion.
I have laid more stress than is usual in history books on feelings,
beliefs, habits, and ideas. These are things that cannot be directly
vouched for by any method that is not open to challenge; 1 am
therefore conscious of having introduced into my account of facts
a certain amount of explanation which risks being stigmatized
as personal conjecture. I have not felt it possible to avoid this risk,
which is inherent in all historical work; for it seems to me im-
possible to understand men's actions without arriving at some
idea of their motives.
English readers, accustomed to see history treated in the form
of biography, will be disappointed at finding so few details about
famous people. It is not that I deny the action of individuals upon
the life of peoples; on the contrary, I consider it decisive at times of
crisis and have even scandalized the sociologists by maintaining
the importance of personal accidents. Thus I have not omitted to
draw attention to a large number of persons who, in their very
varied spheres, have left a mark upon the evolution of French life,
But the narrow limits of the present work have not left me sufficient
space for any attempt to recount their adventures or analyse their
characters.
I have made no attempt to present any new facts; but by bring-
ing together facts already familiar, though hitherto treated in

